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Solvay and Safran sign a supply agreement for the LEAP aircraft engine 

 
 
Brussels, July 19, 2018 --- Solvay has signed an agreement with Safran to supply advanced structural 
composites for the LEAP engine, which is manufactured by CFM International and used on Airbus, Boeing and 
Comac single-aisle programs. 
 
Solvay will supply Safran with a package of composite material technologies to manufacture the engine’s critical 
structural components, including fan blades, fan case, acoustic panel and trench filler. Part of these materials 
will be made in and supplied from Östringen, Germany, where Solvay opened a state-of-the-art resin facility in 
2016 largely dedicated to the LEAP program. Solvay is leveraging next-generation assets and will continue 
investing to support the LEAP program. 
  
“Solvay's composite material technology, expertise and secure supply chain will continue to support Safran in 
the production of this highly innovative engine in the years to come. The LEAP engine's design fully leverages the 
benefits of composite materials to reduce fuel consumption, CO₂ emissions, noise levels and maintenance costs,” 
said Carmelo Lo Faro, President of Solvay’s Composite Materials Global Business Unit. 
  
Safran Vice President, Materials Purchasing, Thierry Viguier, stated that: “Solvay has been a long term trusted 
supplier of Safran, supplying advanced composite materials on several engine and nacelle programs. This 
agreement highlights not only the continuation of the cooperation on the LEAP program but also the 
reinforcement of the relationship between the two groups on a larger portfolio.” 
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Solvay is an advanced materials and specialty chemicals company, committed to developing chemistry that addresses 
key societal challenges. Solvay innovates and partners with customers worldwide in many diverse end markets. Its 
products are used in planes, cars, batteries, smart and medical devices, as well as in mineral and oil and gas extraction, 
enhancing efficiency and sustainability. Its lightweighting materials promote cleaner mobility, its formulations optimize 
the use of resources and its performance chemicals improve air and water quality. Solvay is headquartered in Brussels 
with around 26,800 employees in 61 countries. Net sales were €10.1 billion in 2017, with 90% from activities where 
Solvay ranks among the world’s top 3 leaders, resulting in an EBITDA margin of 22%. Solvay SA (SOLB.BE) is listed on 
Euronext Brussels and Paris (Bloomberg: SOLB.BB - Reuters: SOLB.BR) and in the United States its shares (SOLVY) are 
traded through a level-1 ADR program. Financial figures take into account the announced divestment of Polyamides. 
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