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 Solvay opens new innovation lab in Alpharetta
with HRH Princess Astrid of Belgium
This investment will expand the Group’s research & innovation
capabilities in the United States to support customers in the electric
vehicle, renewable energy and aerospace industries.

Alpharetta, Ga., June 56, 2022

On Sunday, Solvay officially opened its new Applications Development Lab and 3D printing
technology line, the latest investment in Solvay’s Research & Innovation Center in Alpharetta,
Ga. The center is part of the global headquarters of the company’s Materials business, which
provides solutions that enable the future of electric vehicles, the hydrogen economy,
aerospace and other advancements that support a more sustainable society.

In the last four years, Solvay has invested more than $30 million in the Alpharetta site,
including in the new lab, which represents an important contribution to the company's
continued focus on customer collaboration to support the North America region. It will serve
as a workshop for Solvay and its customers to develop advanced prototyping, virtual
engineering validation, special testing, and secondary operations activities. By inviting its
customers to engage in real-time with Solvay’s versatile engineering teams, they can co-create
innovative creative solutions much more efficiently than before.

Solvay’s Alpharetta site was the first stop of a seven-day Belgian Economic Mission to visit and
recognize Belgian companies that are growing in the U.S. The mission is led by Her Royal
Highness Princess Astrid of Belgium, Representative of His Majesty the King. The Solvay event
was also attended by Belgian Ministers, high-ranking Belgian officials, Deputy Commissioner
of the Georgia Department of Economic Development Abby Turano, Solvay leadership and
employees, and other guests. It included a ribbon cutting and tour of the new lab as well as
the decoration of Mike Finelli, President, Group Growth Initiatives and Chief North America
Officer at Solvay, for services rendered to Solvay and to Belgium in its development in the US.

“Solvay people were honored to host HRH Princess Astrid, Deputy Commissioner Turano, and
members of the Belgian Economic Mission to celebrate the opening of the New Applications
Development Lab in Alpharetta. This state-of-the-art facility allows our scientists to partner
with our customers to develop tailor-made solutions to meet their unique needs and future
unmet needs,” said Solvay CEO Dr. Ilham Kadri. “This is the latest example of Solvay’s
growing presence in the USA and our continued investment in innovation to enable the future
of clean mobility, such as electric and hybrid vehicles, low carbon emitting aircrafts, green

https://www.belgianeconomicmission.be/
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hydrogen, the circular economy, and other advancements that support the progress of a more
sustainable society.”

“Solvay’s New Applications Development Lab is a prime example of the innovative solutions
made possible by a strong business partnership between Belgium and the United States,”
said Minister in charge of Trade, Mr. David Clarinval. “Through this mission, we want to
celebrate Belgian industry leaders, like Solvay, which are thriving in the U.S. and are investing
in innovation and cutting-edge technologies. It will also reinforce Belgium’s strong links with
the State of Georgia and will contribute to the already strong economic relation between our
two countries. Not only is the US the number one export destination outside the EU for
Belgium, it is also the largest foreign investor back home.”

“As Georgia continues to lead the U.S. in supporting the transition to e-mobility, we are
pleased to congratulate Solvay on the opening of their New Applications Development Lab.
We are not only proud of Solvay’s Belgian roots, but also celebrate that this company is one of
many Belgian investments that continues to reinvest and grow in Georgia,” said Georgia
Department of Economic Development Commissioner Pat Wilson. “We also thank Her Royal
Highness Princess Astrid of Belgium for bringing the Belgian Economic Mission to our state.
The economic and cultural relationships between Georgia and Belgium are strong, and this
delegation visit will further strengthen our ties.”

Other members of the Belgian Economic Mission who attended the event were His Excellency
David Clarinval, Minister for the Self-Employed, SMEs and Agriculture, Institutional Reforms
and Democratic Renewal, in charge of Foreign Trade; His Excellency Willy Borsus,
Vice-President of the Walloon Government, Minister of Economy, Foreign Trade, Research and
Innovation, New Technologies, Agriculture and Urban and Spatial Planning; and His Excellency
Pascal Smet, State Secretary of the Brussels-Capital Region, responsible for Urbanism and
Heritage, European and International Relations, Foreign Trade, Firefighting and Emergency
Medical Assistance.

The company has a strong and growing presence in North America: in 2021 the region
represented 26% of Solvay’s net sales and more than 5,400 employees work in 25 states at 38
industrial sites, 3 R&I Centers, and 3 corporate offices, including in Alpharetta, where the
company employs more than 450 full-time workers and contractors.

https://www.solvay.com/en/usa
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Solvay executives’ biography
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● Mike Finelli
● Carmelo Lo Faro
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About Solvay

Solvay is a science company whose technologies bring benefits to many aspects of daily life.
With more than 21,000 employees in 63 countries, Solvay bonds people, ideas and elements
to reinvent progress. The Group seeks to create sustainable shared value for all, notably
through its Solvay One Planet roadmap crafted around three pillars: protecting the climate,
preserving resources and fostering a better life. The Group’s innovative solutions contribute to
safer, cleaner, and more sustainable products found in homes, food and consumer goods,
planes, cars, batteries, smart devices, health care applications, water and air purification
systems. Founded in 1863, Solvay today ranks among the world’s top three companies for the
vast majority of its activities and delivered net sales of €10.1 billion in 2021. Solvay is listed on
Euronext Brussels and Paris (SOLB). Learn more at www.solvay.com.

Ce communiqué de presse est également disponible en français.
Dit persbericht is ook in het Nederlands beschikbaar.

mailto:nathalie.vanypersele@solvay.com
mailto:peter.boelaert@solvay.com
mailto:robert.miller@solvay.com
mailto:investor.relations@solvay.com
http://www.solvay.com

