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Solvay opens Research & Innovation Center at Korea’s Ewha Womans University, 
forging science and industry ties 

 

Brussels/Seoul, June 3, 2014 --- Solvay has opened its new Research & Innovation (R&I) center at Ewha Womans 
University in South Korea, putting the Group in a prime position to work closely with key Asian customers and 
universities to develop products for the booming battery, electronics and car markets. 

The R&I center in Seoul is Solvay’s fourth in Asia and will employ some 60 scientists by the end of 2015. Based 
at the campus of Ewha, the world’s oldest and largest women’s university with origins in 1886, Solvay will have 
access to a strong national and international network with universities and research institutes. Moreover, it 
brings Solvay close to leading industrial players and customers in the strategically located country and region, 
which facilitates partnerships to develop products and solutions according to their specific needs. 

The R&I center will harbor Solvay’s new electronics laboratory to develop Organic Light Emitting Diodes (OLED) 
display and lighting technologies, following its recent acquisition of Plextronics. Research will also target 
materials for the high-growth, high value-added markets of lithium-ion batteries to enable optimal energy 
storage, and the development of new materials that reduce energy use of cars. 

“Solvay’s ambition to become a global, innovative leader will clearly benefit from exchanging and enriching 
know-how with researchers and industries here in South Korea,” said Jean-Pierre Clamadieu, CEO of Solvay. “Our 
world-class R&I center and unique partnership with such a top university as Ewha, are key in strengthening 
Solvay’s position in Asia.” 

The opening of the center comes after Solvay and Ewha signed their agreement in 2011. It also includes the 
move of Solvay’s Global Business Unit Special Chemicals to the campus, from where it will serve as a hub in the 
region. Special Chemicals’ leading-edge technologies already serve Asia’s fast-growing electronics market.  

Solvay and research-oriented Ewha will also partner with other top universities for long-term scientific projects. 
Solvay will sponsor scholarships for highly talented women, provide international internships for Ewha students 
and take part in key scientific conferences. This partnership positions Solvay among the main foreign players 
within South Korea’s scientific eco-system. 

For more information on Ewha Womans University, please click on: http://www.ewha.ac.kr/mbs/ewhaen/ 
  
 

 FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @SOLVAYGROUP 

As an international chemical group, SOLVAY assists industries in finding and implementing ever more responsible and value-creating 
solutions. Solvay generates 90% of its net sales in activities where it is among the world's top three players. It serves many markets, 
varying from energy and the environment to automotive and aeronautics or electricity and electronics, with one goal: to raise the 
performance of its clients and improve society's quality of life. The group is headquartered in Brussels, employs about 29,400 people 
in 56 countries and generated 9.9 billion euros in net sales in 2013. Solvay SA (SOLB.BE) is listed on NYSE EURONEXT in Brussels and 
Paris (Bloomberg: SOLB:BB - Reuters: SOLB.BR). 
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