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Solvay Launches a New Generation of Pre-Colored 
Radel® PPSU Resins for Aviation Interior Applications 

New Radel® R-7159 colors build on Solvay’s industry-proven polymer technology to offer 
cost-effective color matching to interior palettes of leading aircraft OEMs 

ALPHARETTA, Ga., Nov. 19, 2015 – Solvay Specialty Polymers, a leading global supplier of high-
performance polymers, introduced a new series of pre-colored, injection-moldable Radel® polyphenylsulfone 
(PPSU) resins for commercial aircraft interior applications. The new Radel® R-7159 colors build on the proven 
performance of Solvay’s Radel® PPSU chemistry by delivering a cost-effective way to match interior color standards 
established by leading aircraft OEMs. 

“Solvay’s Radel® PPSU polymers have delivered proven solutions in commercial aircraft interiors for 25 
years,” said Armin Klesing, global business development manager for Aerospace and Composites at Solvay 
Specialty Polymers. “With the launch of our pre-colored Radel® R-7159 products, we extend that legacy to include 
injection moldable resins that can cost-effectively meet exacting specifications for today’s commercial aircraft cabin 
interiors.” 

Solvay formulated its Radel® R-7159 pre-colored grades to match interior color standards for leading 
aircraft manufacturers, such as Boeing, with colors ranging from bright white to dark blues and grays. The colored 
grades expand upon the company’s Radel® R-7159 NT 50 PPSU, a well-recognized natural-colored commercial 
resin for general interior components suitable for painting. 

Like all products in Solvay’s Radel® PPSU portfolio for aircraft interiors, the new tightly color-matched resins 
deliver excellent impact strength and resistance to commercial cleaners and insecticides. They also comply with 
U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) flammability regulations for materials used in aircraft cabin interiors. 
Specifically, they meet Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) 25.853, Appendix F, Part 1 requirements for low 
flammability and heat release, low smoke generation and OEM standards for low toxic gas emissions. 

The new pre-colored Radel® R-7159 resins are available from both Solvay and RTP Company, who 
recently signed a licensing agreement allowing it to manufacture and sell select aerospace-grade PPSUs under 
Solvay’s established Radel® brand and grade designations. The agreement offers greater flexibility to customers 
who wish to order Radel® R-7159 pre-colored resins in smaller lot sizes or in custom colors. 

The Radel® R-7159 series is immediately available for Tier 1 and after-market suppliers. Qualification for 
large aerospace manufacturers is underway and expected to be completed early next year. 
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About Solvay Specialty Polymers 
Solvay Specialty Polymers manufactures over 1500 products across 35 brands of high-performance polymers – fluoropolymers, 
fluoroelastomers, fluorinated fluids, semi-aromatic polyamides, sulfone polymers, aromatic ultra-high performance polymers, 
high-barrier polymers and cross-linked high-performance compounds – for use in Aerospace, Alternative Energy, Automotive, 
Healthcare, Membranes, Oil and Gas, Packaging, Plumbing, Semiconductors, Wire & Cable, and other industries. Learn more at 
www.solvayspecialtypolymers.com. 
 
As an international chemical group, SOLVAY assists industries in finding and implementing ever more responsible and value-creating 
solutions. Solvay generates 90% of its net sales in activities where it is among the world's top three players. It serves many markets, 
varying from energy and the environment to automotive and aeronautics or electricity and electronics, with one goal: to raise the 
performance of its clients and improve society's quality of life. The group is headquartered in Brussels, employs about 26,000 people in 
52 countries and generated 10.2 billion euros in net sales in 2014. Solvay SA (SOLB.BE) is listed on NYSE EURONEXT in Brussels 
and Paris (Bloomberg: SOLB:BB - Reuters: SOLB.BR). 
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