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Solvay Specialty Polymers Announces Expanded Global Availability     
of KetaSpire® PEEK and AvaSpire® PAEK Resins 

Major Investments in Compounding and Extended Distribution Centers 

Create Agile Supply Chain to Meet Demanding Customer Needs 

ALPHARETTA, Ga., June 12, 2013 – Solvay Specialty Polymers, a leading manufacturer of high-
performance thermoplastics, has announced a major series of global supply chain initiatives to expand the 
availability of its KetaSpire® polyetheretherketone (PEEK) and AvaSpire® polyaryletherketone (PAEK) products. 
This effort also benefits the global availability of Torlon® polyamide-imide (PAI), a polymer whose ultra-performance 
capabilities complement those of PEEK and PAEK. Key components of this initiative include the deployment of new 
production assets in China for production of KetaSpire® and AvaSpire® compounds and the creation of new 
distribution centers for KetaSpire®, AvaSpire®, and Torlon® resins in vital regions of the world. Both elements of the 
initiative are aimed at providing excellent availability and supply of Solvay’s ultra high-performance polymers to 
support growth in a diverse range of applications spanning the transportation, healthcare, electronics, oil and gas, 
and semiconductor manufacturing markets. 

In China, production of KetaSpire® PEEK and AvaSpire® PAEK compounds has commenced at Solvay’s 
Changshu production site. “This is an exciting milestone for us and represents a major commitment by Solvay to 
the local production and supply of these ultra polymers for the Chinese market and for the region in general,” said 
Chris Wilson, senior vice-president of the ultra-performance materials business line. “This is a key investment that 
places these very high-quality innovative materials at the doorstep of our fast-growing customers in the region.”   
Solvay announced in July 2012 the opening of its Changshu production site located in the province of Jiangsu at an 
investment of EUR 21 million. Today’s announcement reflects Solvay’s strategy to expand the product scope of 
these operations as stated in the initial announcement.  

In addition to establishing manufacturing presence for ultra-performance polymers in China, Solvay has been 
very busy developing a more agile global supply chain for these products. “Over the last two years, we have 
successfully leveraged Solvay’s extensive global network of warehouses to place our KetaSpire®, AvaSpire®, and 
Torlon® ultra polymers in close proximity to the markets in key geographies around the world,” said Art Tigera, 
product manager for Spire® Ultra Polymers. In the Asian corridor, Solvay has established new distribution centers in 
Singapore, China, Japan, and South Korea.  

In the U.S., KetaSpire®, AvaSpire®, and Torlon® ultra polymers benefit from Solvay’s warehousing network in 
the Texas gulf coast region where consumption of these products is concentrated due to the strong presence of 
companies involved in oil and gas exploration and production. These added distribution centers complement the 
existing warehouse network in Europe, the Americas, and other regions of the world. “Solvay’s supply chain 
network is expansive and we’ve been able to exploit this in order to extend our local presence,” said Tigera.  

 KetaSpire® PEEK is one of the industry’s most chemically resistant plastics and offers excellent strength, 
superior fatigue resistance, and a continuous-use temperature up to 240°C (464°F). Glass fiber-reinforced and 
carbon fiber-reinforced grades provide a wide range of performance options for demanding applications. 

AvaSpire® PAEK is a family of polymers that embraces versatility by delivering new and unique combinations 
of performance and value. The AV-600 Series delivers a range of distinctive performance attributes with some 



Solvay Specialty Polymers –Solvay Announces Expanded Availability for KetaSpire® PEEK and AvaSpire® PAEK Resins                  

 

grades offering more attractive economics when compared to PEEK. The AV-700 Series offers comparable 
performance to PEEK at up to a 30% lower cost. 

Torlon® PAI is a high-strength plastic with the highest strength and stiffness of any thermoplastic up to 275°C 
(525°F). It has outstanding resistance to wear, creep, and chemicals (including strong acids and most organics) 
and is ideally suited for severe service environments.  
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About Solvay Specialty Polymers                                                                                         

Solvay Specialty Polymers manufactures over 1500 products across 35 brands of high-performance polymers – fluoropolymers, 

fluoroelastomers, fluorinated fluids, semi-aromatic polyamides, sulfone polymers, aromatic ultra polymers, high-barrier polymers and 

cross-linked high-performance compounds – for use in Aerospace, Alternative Energy, Automotive, Healthcare, Membranes, Oil and 

Gas, Packaging, Plumbing, Semiconductors, Wire and Cable, and other industries. Learn more at www.solvay.com. 

As an international chemical group, SOLVAY assists industries in finding and implementing ever more responsible and value-

creating solutions. The Group is firmly committed to sustainable development and focused on innovation and operational excellence. 

Solvay serves diversified markets, generating 90% of its turnover in activities where it is one of the top three worldwide. The group is 

headquartered in Brussels, employs about 29,000 people in 55 countries and generated 12.4 billion euros in net sales in 2012. Solvay 

SA SOLB.BE) is listed on NYSE Euronext in Brussels and Paris (Bloomberg: SOLB.BB - Reuters: SOLBt.BR). 
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