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Solvay sees H2O2 sales surge in China on 
solar boom 
Focuses on clean energy ahead of time to establish greener future 
with clients 

Shanghai, July 22, 2021 

In the first half this year, Solvay’s sales of hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) to the photovoltaic industry in 
China tripled compared with the same period last year. Spurred by China’s “dual carbon” targets 
and the 14th Five-Year Plan, the thriving photovoltaic industry has driven the H2O2 demand. 
Prepared in advance, Solvay successfully seized this opportunity. 

“Driven by China’s carbon neutrality goals and the 14th Five-Year Plan, the clean energy session, 
including solar energy, has caught unprecedented attention. China’s major photovoltaic cell 
manufacturers are actively expanding. Meanwhile, China accounts for about 80 percent of the 
world’s solar panel market. As the climate issue gets more and more public attention, the surging 
global photovoltaic capacity also fuels Chinese photovoltaic industry’s growth,” said Ms. Siriporn 
Wutthilaohaphan, Asia Pacific General Manager of Solvay GBU Peroxides.  

Photovoltaic cells, which convert solar energy into electricity, are the core of solar panels. In the 
production process, the cells need to be washed multiple times. As a strong oxidizing agent, H2O2 
is an important ingredient for the washing fluid. Given its dissociation only generates water and 
oxygen, H2O2 is favored for green washing fluid formula. High-quality H2O2 can improve the yield 
of photovoltaic cells, which is key to ensure the conversion efficiency of solar panels. 

Prepared for a brighter future 

It is worth pointing out that the rapid growth of Solvay H2O2 sales in China is no coincidence. 
Based on the G.R.O.W. strategy, the Group has re-focused on global mega trends including clean 
energy. Two years ago, Solvay began to optimize product structure and increase capacity in wet 
chemicals applications in China, which established a solid foundation to grow with the industry 
today. 

Currently, Solvay sells INTEROX® H2O2 to most of the world’s major photovoltaic cell 
manufacturers. With strict quality control, Solvay provides customized products that fully meet 
requirements; Thanks to the production site in China’s photovoltaic industry belt, Solvay managed 
to keep the supply chain stable even during the COVID-19 crisis; With commitment to safety, we 

https://www.solvay.com/en/chemical-categories/peroxygens
https://www.solvay.com/en/our-company/our-strategy
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also provide added values via technical services; Leveraging unique advanced manufacturing 
process, Solvay H2O2 is more energy efficient and environmental friendly than average products. 

“Driven by green development strategy and energy restructuring, solar power is one of the leading 
sectors in China. We are optimistic about H2O2’s potential. Solvay will seize this opportunity and 
continue to develop in China, to meet the growing demand and better serve our photovoltaic 
clients,” said Ms. Wutthilaohaphan. “Facing fierce competition, photovoltaic cell makers are due to 
raise the bar for the quality and supply chain stability of raw materials. That will enhance the 
competitive advantage of Solvay H2O2.” 

Do you know? 

Semiconductors need high levels of precision and purity. Pollutants left during processing can easily 
affect their performance. Thus timely cleaning is required. Compared with other cleaning agents, 
H2O2 hardly remains on the product and is widely used in the semiconductor industry. Solvay’s 
Zhenjiang site produces a full range of H2O2 from industrial grade to electronic grade to meet 
customized demands. Meanwhile to lower carbon emission, the site is installing photovoltaic panels 
on its roof this year. 

About Solvay  

Solvay is a science company whose technologies bring benefits to many aspects of daily life. With 
more than 23,000 employees in 64 countries, Solvay bonds people, ideas and elements to reinvent 
progress. The Group seeks to create sustainable shared value for all, notably through its Solvay One 
Planet plan crafted around three pillars: protecting the climate, preserving resources and fostering 
better life. The Group’s innovative solutions contribute to safer, cleaner, and more sustainable 
products found in homes, food and consumer goods, planes, cars, batteries, smart devices, health 
care applications, water and air purification systems. Founded in 1863, Solvay today ranks among 
the world’s top three companies for the vast majority of its activities and delivered net sales of €9 
billion in 2020. Solvay is listed on Euronext Brussels (SOLB) and Paris and in the United States, 
where its shares (SOLVY) are traded through a Level I ADR program. Learn more at www.solvay.com. 

https://www.solvay.com/zh-cn/sites/g/files/srpend251/files/2021-04/PR_Solvay%20starts%20its%20first%20photovoltaic%20project%20in%20China.pdf
https://www.solvay.com/zh-cn/sites/g/files/srpend251/files/2021-04/PR_Solvay%20starts%20its%20first%20photovoltaic%20project%20in%20China.pdf
http://www.solvay.com/
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Media relations  

Faye LENG 
+86 21 2350 2161 
faye.leng@solvay.com 
 

Jun WU 
+86 21 2350 1378 
jun.wu1@solvay.com 

Follow us on Twitter @SolvayGroup 
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